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ci^im Amendment? 

1. (Original) A cylinder head gasket comprising: 

one or more alignment holes disposed in an area of the cylinder head gasket, 
wherein one or more push rods are extendable through the alignment holes; 

one or more drain-back holes disposed in the area of the cylinder head gasket, 
wherein the one or more drain-back holes are formed such that the one or more 
push rods are incapable of fitting through the one or more drain-back holes. 

2. (Original) The cylinder head gasket of claim 1, wherein the area of the cylinder 
head gasket is part of an insert that is attached to a body of the cylinder head 
gasket. 

3. (Original) The cylinder head gasket of claim 2, further comprising one or more 
tabs arranged and constructed to attach the insert to the body of the cylinder head 
gasket. 

4. (Original) The cylinder head gasket of claim 2, wherein the insert is comprised of 
steel. 

5. (Original) The cylinder head gasket of claim 2, further comprising a seal. 

6. (Original) The cylinder head gasket of claim 2, further comprising a seal disposed 
outside at least one of the one or more drain-back holes. 

1. (Original) The cylinder head gasket of claim 5, wherein the seal is comprised of a 
molded rubber bead. 

8. (Original) The cylinder head gasket of claim 1, further comprising a seal disposed 
in the area of the cylinder head gasket. 
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9. (Original) The cylinder head gasket of claim 1, wherein the one or more 
alignment holes are formed such that a smaller end of one of the one or more push 
rods is capable of fitting through the one or more alignment holes and a larger end 
of the one of the one or more push rods is not capable of fitting through the one or 
more alignment holes. 

10. (Original) The cylinder head gasket of claim 1, wherein the one or more push 
rods are capable of fitting only through any of the one or more alignment holes in 
the area of the cylinder head gasket. 

11. (Original) The cylinder head gasket of claim 1, wherein the one or more drain- 
back holes are disposed near the one or more alignment holes. 

12. (Original) The cylinder head gasket of claim 1, wherein the one or more drain- 
back holes are comprised of a plurality of partial rings disposed near each of the 
one or more alignment holes. 

13. (Original) The cylinder head gasket of claim 1, wherein the one or more 
alignment holes are capable of providing a close fit to an outer diameter of the one 
or more push rods. 

14. (Original) An apparatus comprising; 

one or more alignment holes formed in a structure for use with a cylinder, head 
gasket, wherein one or more push rods are extendable through the alignment 
holes; 

one or more drain-back holes disposed in the structure, wherein the one or more 
drain-back holes are formed such that the one or more push rods are Incapable of 
fitting through the one or more drain-back holes. 
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15. (Currently amended) [[The]] A cylinder head gasket < 
comprising at least two alignment holes disposed in an area one or more taba 
arranged ond constructed to attach thc -t nscrt to tho body of the cylinder head 
gaske t and capable of aligning at least two pu sh rods with respect to a cylinder 
block of an internal combustion engine, and one or more drain-back holes disposed 
in the structure and incapable of permitting an y of the at least two push rods to fit 
through the one or more drain-b ack holes. 


16. (Original) The cylinder head gasket of claim 14, further comprising a seal 
disposed outside at least one of the one or more drain-back holes, 

17. (Original) The cylinder head gasket of claim 16, wherein the seal is comprised of 
a molded rubber bead. 

18. (Original) The cylinder head gasket of claim 14, wherein the one or more 
alignment holes are formed such that a smaller end of one of the one or more push 
rods is capable of fitting through the one or more alignment holes and a larger end 
of the one of the one or more push rods is not capable of fitting through the one or 
more alignment holes. 

19. (Original) The cylinder head gasket of claim 14, wherein the one or more push 
rods are capable of fitting only through any of the one or more alignment holes in 
the structure. 

20. (Original) The cylinder head gasket of claim 14, wherein the one or more drain- 
back holes are comprised of a plurality of partial rings disposed near each of the 
one or more alignment holes. 


SERIAL NO. 10/677,455 


4 


PAGE 4/7 * RCVD AT 12/21/2004 4:22:07 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR: USPT0-EFXRF-1/1 1 DNIS:8729006 * CSK):70886S3474 * DURATION (mm-ss):0248 


